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On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev 19:16).

“There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, who is
sovereign over all, does not cry: ‘Mine!” ~ Abraham Kuiper, Dutch theologian

The way that Christ’s power, status and reign relate to our world today, and how it affects
Christians. It confirms that Christ is sovereign over all. Because of his death, resurrection and

ascension, he is the cosmic ruler of the universe. Everything that we do must be to his glory.

Tension Between What is Now and What is Not Yet

Kuyperians believe that all cultural work is kingdom work since “every square inch” is under Christ’s
domain; to redeem culture and to claim culture back for Christ; to make the culture the new
creation; the kingdom of Christ is here and now (Matt 12:28).

But we still wait for that day (Rev 11:15). We are citizens of God’s kingdom, but we are also
sojourners, pilgrims and exiles (Eph 2:19). Most of the West think of their nations as their
homeland, and Christians should enjoy favored status in the land. Christianity has been favored in
the West since Constantine claimed to have been converted and then signed the Edict of Milan in
321 A.D.

Question: Read Hebrews 11:8-10-16, 1 Peter 1:17; 2:11. How does being an “exile” affect onr lives as Christians?

Christianity’s Decline
Since then, according to many sociologists and historians, Western civilization has been on the
decline. The 18th-19th century Ewnlightenment emphasized individualism over tradition, reason over

revelation; changed the views about God’s word and the church. In the late 19th century,
Darwinism’s evolutionary theory changed the views about the origins and the nature of human life.

The devastating consequences: human autonomy is now worshiped; belief in supernatural is
ridiculous; the Bible is dangerous; ethics have changed—cohabitation, divorce, abortion,
homosexuality—now culturally acceptable. To be against these is hateful and judgmental.

Because of individualism, evangelical Christianity has changed. Church membership. catechism,
keeping the Lord’s Day, family worship, and corporate worship are seen as outmoded. Therefore,
Biblical Christianity is moving into a form of cultural exile: The public square is not a place of
comfort for Christians; we are being pushed to the margins of society and to cultural irrelevance.

Question: Read Romans 12:1-2; 1 Jobn 2:15-17. How has individualism and materialism affected your church’s
worship, doctrine and practice?
The Great Commission

In the face of progress and revolution, how would Christianity survive? The way in which Christ’s

reign relate to our world today is not through cultural, political, economic or military advancement,
but through the Great Commission (Matt 28:16-20).



A. The Basis for Missions

“All anthority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (verse 18). Indicative (statement): Jesus has all
authority; Imperative (command): Go and make disciples. The commission is grounded in what God
and Christ has accomplished: God sent his Son as the first missionary. Christ is the Second and Last
Adam. Adam failed his mission; Christ accomplished his (Rom 5:18-19; 1 Cor 15:45). God promised
a Savior to Adam (Gen 3:15); to Abraham (Gen 12:1-3); to David (2 Sam 7:12); to Isaiah (49:6). And
Christ fulfilled all these promises in his life, death, resurrection and ascension, and now is the cosmic
Ruler from heaven. The kingdom covenants are progressively revealed in Scriptures (OPTIC):

O: offer (covenant of works); P: promise (covenant of grace); T: type (Israel and the Mosaic

covenant); I: inauguration (Christ’s new covenant); C: consummation (Christ’s return)
Encouragement: Because Christ has inaugurated his kingdom, there is no place where gospel
proclamation is inappropriate. We can boldly proclaim the kingdom to everyone.
Question: Read Matthew 5:17-18; Luke 24:44.How did Christ fulfill all the Old Testament covenant promises?
B. The Goal of Missions

“Go therefore and matke disciples of all nations” (verse 19a). “Make disciples” is the main verb, not “Go.”
The goal is not to establish a Christian nation through a political party or a school, or to engage in
the arts or sciences.

Cultural mandate: As God’s image-bearers, we are to reflect his mission: rule over creation; work in
our vocations; rest and worship (Gen 1:28); not to have external Christianity through cultural work.

The goal of missions is to make disciples, not “converts,” through lifelong teaching and preaching.
Question: Why is there so much emphasis in the churches on “going” instead of “discipling”?

C. The Means of Missions

“baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you” (verse 19b).

The two means of making lifelong disciples: administration of the sacraments (“baptizing”) and
teaching and preaching all of Christ’s commandments. This is the pattern of the apostles’ work and

should be the pattern of the local church’s mission work. The means is the ordinary ministry of Word

and Sacrament. Influencing the culture is only a byproduct of this mission.

Book of Acts: The apostles preached, taught and baptized. They gathered together regularly, “devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42). The
local church is the primary manifestation of Christ’s kingdom, opening the doors of the kingdom
from Jerusalem to all kinds of people in all the nations (Gal 3:28; Rev 5:9; 1 Pet 2:9). The kingdom
grows slowly, steadily and simply like a tree (Luke 13:19), not by worldly “success.”

Questions
1. Why are testimonies and music favored over are preaching and sacraments?
2. Is your church an Acts 2:42 church?

D. The Promise for Missions

“T am with you always, to the end of the age” (verse 20b). The kingdom of Christ will not pass away. Fills
us with confidence in witnessing, evangelizing, sending out missionaries, planting churches, and daily
living out our faith; to cause a sense of urgency in making disciples. While we wait, we must live in

light of his return, making disciples. The gates of hell will not prevail against his church in its



mission. Christianity will survive through the preaching of the Word, administering the sacraments,

and loving one another. This is how Christ rules every square inch of his kingdom.

Question: Read Matthew 24:14. When will the church’s mission end?



