Singing: Ps. 75:1,6
Reading: | Samuel 16:1-13; Col. 1:15-23; | Pet. 2:4-12
Singing: Ps. 130:1-4
Text: Lord’s Day 12
Sermon
Reflecting on why our Lord is called “Christ” will renew us in our worship and service of his name.
We see this as we consider:
1. Why he is called the Christ
2.  Why we are called Christians
Singing: Hy. 27:1,2,5,7,8
Confession of Faith: Hy. 1
Prayer
Offertory
Singing: Hy. 79:1-5
Blessing in the Name of the LORD

Brothers and Sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ:

When the angel came to the shepherds in the fields near Bethlehem, he said,
“Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord”
(Luke 2:11). Did it ever strike you how he referred to Jesus as “Christ the Lord?”

When the Lord Jesus was together with his disciples in the district of Caesarea, he
asked his disciples who they thought he was. Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God” (Mat. 16:16). Again, did you catch how he spoke of Jesus as “the
Christ?”

These passages indicate that there is something special about our Lord being the
Christ. While we may use that name frequently, the question is whether we still always
grasp the full significance of that name. With familiarity comes forgetfulness.
Forgetfulness is a killer when it comes to worship and thankful living. Therefore, we do
well to pay attention again to why he is called Christ. Not only will it stimulate us to
worship our Lord, but it will also stimulate us in thankful living. Thus, I proclaim to you:

Reflecting on why our Lord is called “Christ” will renew us in our worship and
service of his name.
We see this as we consider:

1. Why he is called the Christ

2. Why we are called Christians

In asking the question why God’s Son is called Christ, it right away mentions the
meaning of that word when it adds, “that is, Anointed.” Jesus as the Christ is the
Anointed one. We begin to understand the meaning of this when we turn to such a
passage as | Sam. 16. There we read about Samuel the prophet anointing David as the
next king. The children will remember this story well. Anointing involved pouring a
quantity of oil over someone's head. Hence, we hear of the anointing oil. A similar
routine was to be practiced for the next high priest.



This anointing served two purposes. First, it was a public appointment. In David's
case, it made clear that the LORD chose him. In the second place, anointing was
symbolic of receiving the Holy Spirit to fulfill the task for which one was chosen. When
David was anointed we read that the Spirit of the LORD mightily came upon him.

Now with respect to our Lord Jesus, we learn from Paul’s words as found in
Ephesians 1 that our Lord was actually appointed for his task from before the foundation
of the world. While this appointed is rooted in God’s eternal plan, the Father made it
visible when our Lord was baptized by John in the river Jordan. Remember how the
Father declared that his was his beloved Son, and how the Spirit came upon him. Once he
as publicly appointed by the Father and anointed by the Spirit, our Lord began his public
ministry. This was so public that the devil knew instantly where to find the anointed of
the LORD. No sooner was our Lord publicly appointed and Satan swept in to tempt the
Lord in the wilderness.

The question that comes up now, though, is: What was Jesus anointed for? From
Scripture, we learn that he was anointed to a threefold task, involving a prophetic, a
priestly and a royal aspect.

First, there is the prophetic aspect. The Catechism speaks of Jesus as our chief
prophet. He came to make known to us the Father. He did that not only during his
ministry on earth, but had done so since the beginning. The apostle Peter wrote that the
Spirit of Christ was at work in the OT prophets as they predicted Christ’s suffering and
death and his subsequent glory (I Pet. 1:11).

This is an important point. The Old Testament is the word of Christ just as much
as what we find in the gospel accounts! It is worthwhile to remember our Lord's words in
Mat. 5 that he came not to abolish the law but to fulfill it, that is, he came to fully keep
the law and show us the full depth of the law, as well as to show the full meaning of all
the symbolism of the law.

Further, the writings of the apostles are also in the end Christ's words, as he
inspired them by his Spirit. He promised that the Spirit would guide them in their words.
Our Lord is the chief prophet, and all the other prophets were his servants passing on the
gospel in their time. It is only when we listen to the word of Christ as found in the whole
Bible that we get to understand God's secret plan of salvation. As a matter of fact, it is no
longer secret, because Christ has revealed it to us! That's what the Father appointed him
to do.

Now not only did the Father appoint our Lord to make known the plan of
salvation, he appointed him to be the very basis of that plan of salvation. Here we think
of the priestly work of our Lord, where he gave himself as the atoning sacrifice for sin.
He took away the wrath of God, being the expiation for our sins.

Note how our Lord not only revealed God's plan of reconciliation, of forgiveness,
but himself has brought about that reconciliation. All this was already foreshadowed in
the OT sacrifices. Hebrews 5 shows clearly how Jesus was anointed to be priest after the
order of Melchizedek. And, as the letter to the Hebrews paints so vividly, our Lord was



both priest and sacrifice. Further, he continues to intercede as our advocate before the
throne of God in heaven. God has decreed that whenever we plead forgiveness through
his Son, he will hear us!

As God anointed our Lord as prophet and priest, he also has anointed him as our
eternal king. This was already promised to David. One of his descendants would reign on
his throne forever. The birth accounts both in Matthew and Luke make a point of
showing how the Lord Jesus was descended from David. Our Lord, however, was not just
going to sit on some earthly throne in some earthly palace. At the end of the gospel of
Matthew we read how our Lord ascended to the heavenly throne, receiving all power and
authority. This is also described by John in the vision we read in Revelation 5. He saw
the Lamb who had been slain but now alive again go to the throne in heaven and receive
the scroll.

Note again how everything is centered in the Lord Jesus. He is shown as the
supreme ruler of heaven and earth, sitting at God's right hand. God has decreed that we
should know him through Jesus, that we might call him Father because of Jesus, and that
we will be protected by Jesus.

When our Lord Jesus is therefore called the Christ, it is made very clear how
everything to do with our salvation is found in him. He has revealed it to us. He has
obtained it for us. He protects us in our salvation. As Paul writes in Col. 1, God did this
that in everything Jesus might be preeminent, and receive all the glory.

All this should make it clear to us that our Lord is worthy of our worship. Indeed,
the very mention of the name “Christ” should bring to mind all that God has done for us
in his Son and evoke in us a sense of worship and adoration. If the name Christ does not
stir us up to worship, we have not taken the time to reflect, to grasp what it all tells us
about our Saviour.

At the same time, when we think through the effect of his work, we will be
stimulated to the service of his name. That comes out when we consider why we are
called Christians.

When it comes to believers being called Christians, we learn in Acts 11 that it
began in Antioch. Apparently, it was a name given by the unbelievers to the followers of
Christ. It may have started as somewhat of a nickname, but it became a name believers
have claimed as a name of honour. It is a name that identifies them with their Lord and
Saviour. It does so far better than for example if they had been called “Jesus people.”

For, what does it mean to confess Christ, and thus to be a Christian? Keep in mind
what the name "Christ" means, namely, anointed one. That is, one who has been chosen
by God for a special task, and is equipped by the Spirit for that task. The name
"Christian” thus suggests that we are anointed ones, also called and equipped for a special
task.

We need to realize, however, that our anointing is different than our Lord's. He
had a unique task to save his people from their sins, to reconcile them to the Father, so



that they might live to the praise of his glory again. After all, he had the task to bring
reconciliation, to make payment for sins.

Yet, though there is a difference, there is also a similarity. For, as our Lord in his
unique way was prophet, priest and king, we in our way as are to be prophet, priest and
king. For that we have been appointed and anointed. The anointing comes out in a
passage like Ephesians 1, where we read how the Spirit has been given as a guarantee.

It all comes together in Peter’s words when he wrote how his readers are “a
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”
Especially these words from Peter teach us how we are to fulfill our threefold office.
When we reflect on what our Lord did, then we get a perspective on what we as
Christians are called to do. By looking to our Lord Jesus we get direction, we get an
agenda for our life.

And what is that direction, that agenda? To say it broadly: it is a radical change
from working against God to working for the glory of God, as it was in the beginning.
For, when God created man in the beginning, in effect he gave man a prophetic, priestly
and royal calling. Man was called to confess God’s name, to serve him, and to rule over
the earth. In Christ, that threefold calling has been restored.

Following the order of the Catechism, we see the prophetic calling in the way we
are called to declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness. None of us can
make known the secret will of God. Our Lord has done that. We, however, may pass on
what has been revealed. The church does it in general through the work of mission. It is
done through the ministry of the Word. Keep in mind, the minister is not bringing new
revelations but passing on the doctrine once for all delivered to the saints. But we also are
all called to do it individually! It begins in the home. Here is the great task of Christian
parents -- to teach their children about the glorious deeds of the Lord. Parents who take
that task seriously are true prophets, a blessing for their children, living up their baptismal
vows. Parents who take that prophetic task seriously will also be diligent in sending their
children to a school where the training of home and church is reinforced. And of course
when opportunity arises, you will speak of the grace of God in Christ to others. Note how
we are all prophets in our daily life.

The second part of the Christian lifestyle agenda is the priestly aspect. Peter wrote
of believers being a royal priesthood, a holy nation. No, the Christian doesn't have to lay
his life on the altar to pay for his or her sins. Jesus Christ has done that. Earlier he spoke
of being a temple of living stones with Jesus Christ being the cornerstone. In Romans 12,
Paul wrote about presenting ourselves a living sacrifice of thankfulness! What that
means concretely is that we have to deny the ways of the flesh and walk in the way of the
Spirit. In Romans 12, Paul spells out the priestly lifestyle quite clearly.

And then the third point on the Christian life agenda: being a king. Peter wrote
we are a royal priesthood. Our Lord of course rules in a unique way in the heavens. One
day all the saints will share that rule with him. Paul wrote in Rom. 6 that Jesus has set us
free from the dominion of sin and Satan. He has given us a powerful weapon, namely the
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Holy Spirit, and the sword of the Word. As members of Christ's body, we are called now
to do battle with sin and the devil. As Paul stated in Eph. 6, it is not a battle against flesh
and blood but against the principalities and powers. It is a spiritual battle. That means that
much of that battle is fought internally, because the evil one is trying to get past the Holy
Spirit into our heart. As Kings we are called to be on guard, lest the enemy sneak in. He
can sneak in if we are not doctrinally alert, leading us either in the direction of
sectarianism or secularism. Or, he sneaks in and promotes a spirit of indifference to sin,
or he works to desensitize us to sin. Or, he sneaks in to destroy hope and confidence in
the promises of God, sowing seeds of doubt. And of course it is not just the devil that is
after us, we have all those remaining weaknesses, those miserable character traits that are
not in harmony with the holy ways of God. Indeed, as it takes an athlete much time and
energy to get himself into shape and stay in shape for competition, so it takes much
valiant fighting by Christians to keep in step with their Lord so that sin does not gain a
foothold. Yet, that is our royal calling

You see, brs and srs, if you confess Jesus as the Christ, then you share in his
anointing. When we seek what Christ was appointed and anointed to do, we will also
understand what we are appointed and anointed to do. We are refreshed in understanding
our Christian call to service, a service that has prophetic, priestly and royal aspects.

With that renewed awareness, we can go into another week, aware of why the
Lord Jesus is worthy of our worship and adoration, as in him we find the fullness of
salvation. And not only that, we will be able to go into another week renewed in our
awareness of our calling, contained in the name Christian. For, as our Lord being called
the Christ reminds us of how the Father anointed him to be our prophet, priest and king,
the fact we are called Christians reminds us that we are “a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

Indeed, the names Christ and Christian, they say it all for our worship and service
of our Saviour. Amen



