God the Father and Our Creation

Lord’s Day 9

26.Q. What do you believe when you say:
| believe in God the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth?

A. That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who out of nothing created heaven and earth
and all that is in them,
and who still upholds and governs them
by His eternal counsel and providertce,
is, for the sake of Christ His Son,
my God and my Fathér.
In Him | trust so completely
as to have no doubt
that He will provide me
with all things necessary for body and sbul,
and will also turn to my good
whatever adversity He sends me
in this life of sorrow.
He is able to do so as almighty Gbd,
and willing also as a faithful Fathér.

1Gen. 1 and 2; Ex. 20:11; Job 38 and 39; Ps. 33:6; Is. 44:24; Acts 4:24:14:15.
2 Ps. 104:27-30; Matt. 6:30; 10:29; Eph. 1:11.

3 John 1:12, 13; Rom. 8:15, 16; Gal. 4:4-7; Eph. 1:5.

4 Ps. 55:22; Matt. 6:25, 26; Luke 12:22-31.

5 Rom. 8:28.

6 Gen. 18:14; Rom. 8:31-39.

7’ Matt. 6:32, 33; 7:9-11.



LORD’S DAY 9

THE FATHER AND THE CHILDREN

Text: Lord’'s Day 9 Psalm 33:2, 3
Reading: Exodus 19 : 1-6 Hymn 58 : 2
Isaiah 43 : 1-7 Psalm 139:7, 8,9
Psalm 90:1, 8

Psalm 121:1, 2, 3,4

Introduction: Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesugather. That is what we must do also here in Lord’s
Christ, Day 9.
When we speak here about God the Father al-

In the previous Lord’s Day 8, the Heidelberg Catmighty, Creator of heaven and earth, we speak espe-
echism has given us an “overview” of the Apostlestially about this Father in His relationship with His
Creed. The Church believes in the triune God of heaverhildren.
and earth, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. | summarize it as follows:

Now in Lord’s Day 9, the Heidelberger proceeds
to deal with the first article of the Apostles’ Creed, theThe confession concerning the unique bond be-
confession concerning “God the Father Almighty, Creatween God the Father almighty, Creator of heaven
tor of heaven and earth”. We are concerned here es@d earth, and His chosen children.
cially with thefatherhoodof God. 1. He made us for Himself

Every year we are called to celebrate “Father’'?. He brought us to Himself
Day”, and the idea is, | suppose, that on this one d&; He keeps us with Himself.
fathers everywhere get some recognition and appre-
ciation for who they are and for what they do. Indeedl. You can notice that this Lord’s Day does not in the
being a father is quite a task. But we do not want térst place speak about the Father above andlitte
speak so much today about aarthly fathers and dren on earthWe come into the picture only much
what they do; rather we want to speak aboubheaw- later (in line 7), when the Catechism says of God that
enlyFather, and what He does. Perhaps this whole idéde is for the sake of Christ, His Son my God and my
of “Father’s Day” will then come into its proper per- Father”. The Catechism actually first deals with two
spective. other important aspects, namely that God is the eter-

We must be careful not to speak about the heawal Father oflesus Chrisand that He is Father afl
enly Father in an abstract manner, but in a very comreation
crete and vivid manner. A father is a very special per- Itis important that we note these aspects carefully,
son, especially in the lives of hakildren Is it not so  for it puts us in our proper place! God the Father is
that when you think of a “father”, you think of chil- first of all the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! He is so
dren? How can someone be a “father” if he has nfsom eternity. This is a special relationship and bond
children? In a technical sense someone might take oméaich precedes all others and comes before all others!
patriarchal position without really having any childrenGod did not become a Fathiarough us for He is
of his own, but we usually associatielldrenwith a  Father frometernity. The Son eternally proceeds from
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the Father, and that is a perfect, satisfying relatiorfrom the moment that it is conceived! We sang of that
ship! great and wondrous work of God in Psalm 139: Thine

God did noneedus in order to be a real Father—eyes did in the womb behold me; Thou didst with love
as is sometimes suggested by modern theologians. Nmd care enfold me . . . My unformed substance thou
for He is theeternal Fatherof our Lord Jesus Christ. didst see (Psalm 139: 8, 9, Book of Praise).

This must always be said first. The heavenly Father shows infinite care and deep

Secondly, it is also true that in a sense God is Féeve in making each of His children. We should always
therof all creatiord The word “Father” is then taken remember that also the unborn children in the womb
in the sense obrigin or originator, the one out of are “enfolded” by the love and care of the Father! Many
Whom all things come forth. As the Creator of heavematural, earthly fathers entertain visions of what their
and earth, God the Father brought forth all things anchild shall be and shall do in life. We usually plan great
retains responsibility over them. For this reason Héutures for our children (whether they come true or
“still upholds and governs them by His eternal counselot is a different matter), but of the heavenly Father it
and providence”, as the Catechism says. can be said that He determines and plans our life with

We should not see God the Father as being cosevereign wisdom and power. “The number of our
cernedonly with us, for He has creatednarld with  days” are recorded in His book, as Psalm 139 also says.
many creatures, and He upholds and govemsave The question must be asked: what does the heav-
He seeks to restore it and renew it through Jesus Christily Father want from us? Why did He make us? You
Do not think that God is only involved with tRdaurch ~ can sometimes hear people say in anger and frustra-
for He is also deeply concerned with therld, to bring  tion, “I did not ask to be born!” They wonder what the
it to complete perfection. This, too, is a fatherly workLord’s purpose is with their lives. “Why are we here?”
of the Lord, our God! they ask.

So, there is that primary relationship with Christ.  The answer to that important question is found,
There is also that broader bond with the heavens aor example, in the passage we read from Isaiah 43.
the earth which the Father maintains. When we havehe prophet Isaiah is speaking there of the return of
seen these relationships, and when we stand in awetb€ exiles, the remnant of Israel. Listen to what he says
them, we may say, “He is alsoy God and my Fa- about the motivation of that return: “Bring my sons
then” This eternal Father of Christ, this Father of allfrom afar, and my daughters from the end of the earth,
that exists, is my God and my Father. everyone who is called by My Namehom | created

For that is ultimately the scope of this Lord’s Day.for My glory, whom | formed and made” (verses 6 and
It wants to show the bond between the heavenly F&).
ther and His earthly children, between Him and us! It The heavenly Father is calling His children home,
is this relationship which the Catechism deals with fronidis sons and daughters all who bear His Name, in His
this point on. The Catechism wants to show us theovenant. Then we read: “Whom | created Kty
unique bond between the heavenly Father and Hgdory”. There you have it. The Father made us for His
earthly children. glory! He made us fddimself He made us so that He

Now, our earthly fathers have onhlimited part could take pleasure in us, rejoice in us, be served and
in our origin. They are used as instruments, but thelpved by us! He made us so that He indeed would be
cannot themselves bring forth life! Nor can our earthlyecognized all the more as a faithful and loving Father!
fathers guarantee our life. But the heavenly Father has He made us for Himself. This truth is the key to
atotal part in our life. Hemadeus completely. He understanding of our creation and purpose. | exist only
gave us the life that we have and He nurtures that lifer God, to glorify Him, and to do all that He wills!
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This is my “raison d’etre”, my reason for being. Andin ~ The LORD says to Israel: “You have seen what |
that life for God, the LORD gives His children abun-did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’
dant blessings and great freedom— as long as it reallyings, and brought you to Myself” (verse 4).
is a life for God. For He made us for Himself, for His  “l bore you on eagles’ wings.” The LORD refers
glory! here to the practice of eagles who take up their young
For the heavenly Father this is a matter of greain their wings. When the young eagle falls out of the
principle and strong pride. The LORD our God is anest, high on the rocky cliff, the parent eagle swoops
jealous God and He will not allow His children to down, catches the baby eagle on his wide wings, and
serve idols and false gods. Therefore the heavenly Ffts it up again to safety! Otherwise the little bird would
ther was so deeply grieved and offended when the chikave been dashed to pieces. It is a beautiful way of
dren rebelled against Him, strayed away from Himspeaking, for in this same way the LORD also takes
and became slaves of a master who had not made themHis fallen and falling people and carries theme

and who did not love them, namely, the devil. Were it not for the loving and powerful intervention of
The devil is also a “father”. But he does not bringthe Father, the children would all have perished!
forth children; instead h@estroygshem. The devil is “I brought you to Myself,” says the LORD. What

the father of lies and deceit; all he can bring forth isnore intimate words can a father use? He does not
corruption and evil. Thus he is a “father” who is injust say, “I brought you to my house”, but he says, “I
reality a tyrant, a destroyer of the children God madbrought youto Myself The people that He made for
for Himself. Himself, He brought back to Himself, so that they might
But God is so deeply and essentially a Father théive with Him in intimate, covenantal communion, a
He would not let His children go, and when they fellFather with His children, in one house!
away, He brought them to Himself. We come to the Of course, we understand that this is Old testa-
second element. ment language. The Catechism puts it in a new light:
“[He] is for the sake of Christ His Son, my God and
2. For this heavenly Father was, on one sad day facetdy Father”. For did not the Father bring us to Himself
with the situation that His children had rebelled againsh the Son, Jesus Christ? Did He not deliver us from
Him and had become slaves of sin. From children thehe bondage of Satan and the slavery of sin—far worse
had been reduced to slaves, sold under sin. Itis a hatdn that of Egypt—by the work, the sacrifice of His
thing for a father to witness the terrible demise of hi®nly begotten, His beloved Son?
children. The way to the Father and to the Father’s house
But the heavenly Father did not accept this situdies in the Son! He came to bear in our flesh the pen-
tion. In His sovereign counsel and wisdom, Healty for sin. He came to fulfil in our place all the right-
purposed to bring usackto Himself as His exclusive eousness of the divine law. He took upon Himself our
children! It became the great work of the Father tdlesh and blood, became our brother, so that we might
bring back the children, to gather the sons and daughgain be God’s children! These are the things we re-
ters from wherever they are enslaved and restore themember and celebrate in the Lord’s Supper. The unique
in the house of the Father! bond between the heavenly Father and His chosen chil-
We see something of this work in the passage whiatiren is laid by the blood of Christ!
we read from Exodus 19. There, after the miraculous At the table of the Lord, the Father says: “see how
escape from the land of Egypt, the house of bondagkebrought you to Myself. | did this through My own
the LORD meets Moses and the people of Israel &on.” And this means that from our side there must be
Mount Sinai, in the desert. the confession that we are not worthy of sonship. We
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are not children who are worthy of this Father, but weersion has “vale of tears”. God the heavenly Father
have beemadeworthy in Christ. We did not come to can and doesendadversity (notice that word “send”).
the Father of our accord, but we were brought to th&here will be trials and afflictions which come from
Father by Christ and through Him! His Fatherly hand. There is the discipline of love which
He brought us to Himself, in Christ. For He is Godcomes from above! The result is that life, still marred
the Father almighty. We did not come unto Him. Heand scarred by sin, is not always easy. But whatever
brought us! As we have in Him our creation, our ori-adversity there may be, the heavenly Father will turn it
gin, so we have in Him also o@demptionour salva- to my good | shall benefit and profit even from the
tion. It comes to us in the perfect care of the Fathertrials and chastisement which the Father considers nec-
He brought us to Himself. It sounds so simple, asssary for Me in His sovereign wisdom!
if it was so easy, but it was a tremendous and unparal- The fact that we have a heavenly Father, Who cares
leled work, and it had a price that no man could pafor us in perfect love does not mean that we will never
except Jesus Christ. The Father brought us to Himsedkperience sorrow. | think that it is especially mean-
by the blood of His own Son, Who paid the highesingful in this Lord’s Day about the loving heavenly
price that ever can be paid. That is why the matter Bather and His gracious care, that attention is given to
SO serious. It's serious for the Father who keeps wversity! This will keep us from thinking that only
with Himself, and it's serious for us, who must stayprosperity comes from the Father above. For we shall
with the Father. We come to the last element. under all circumstances now—in prosperity and ad-
versity—cling to this one God, the Father almighty!
3. We must now complete the picture of Lord’s Day He keeps us with Himself. He never shoves us away.
9. We came to the Father who made us for Himselfe continues to care for us, in all things, giving in grace,
and who brought us to Himself in Christ, His Son, andlisciplining in love. Now we must more and more live
nowkeeps us with Himselow we may believe that as His children.
nothing or no one shall ever separate us from the love The Catechism words this very strongly; “In Him |
of this God, in Jesus Christ! trust so completely as to have no doubt . . .” This is
The Father went through all this work to bring usndeed the point where we must now start. We start
back as His children and heirs through Christ. Will Havith complete trust in this Father, Who says: | will
then let us again become slaves of the devil? Of cour&eep you safe with Me! Never doubt His ability or His
not, and therefore we can confess that this Father wiNillingness.
“provide me with all things necessary for body and Now we must see Him more and more as an al-
soul”. mighty God and a faithful Father. He can do it and He
All the spiritual and material needs which the chil-will' There is no doubt about it!
dren may have, are taken care of by this Father! There On Father’s Day we are supposed to recognize our
is no need which He is not able or willing to meet. Helad. We say, “Oh Dad, you're okay, you’re not so bad
who spared not His own Son but delivered Him up foafter all! Dad, you are faithful.” What is required in
us all, will He not also give us all things with Him? fathers? Faithfulness—that is faithfulness in providing,
Also at the Lord’s Supper table we may jubilate in then disciplining, in guiding, and in comforting. A father
knowledge that as God gave us His Son, His most preaust do all these things in faithfulness, every day again.
cious qift, He will give us with Him all that we need! He certainly does not have an easy task, and he per-
And the Catechism also has an eye for the “adveferms it in much weakness and failing.
sity” which there can be in life. We even read that this But every day we must recognize our heavenly
life is qualified as “a life of sorrow”. An older English Father in His perfect care for His children, for He has
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established a unique bond with us in Christ Jesus, a Letus never underestimate this Father. Let us never
bond which He maintains by the power of the Spiritgo against His Word. Indeed, let us stay with Him, and
He keeps us with Himself, declares Himself personallyrust in Him completely. AMEN.

responsible for us in His covenant, and proves this day

by day, year after year.



